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The school year has already started to fly by.  I canôt believe that 
Halloween is here ï ushering in the fall season of holidays that 
ends in Chinese New Year. 

 

Here at FCC we are already in full swing for the Chinese New 
Year celebration planning that will occur in February.  We are 
looking forward to meeting new friends, and renewing old 

friendships at the event.  Save the date of February 10, 2008, which will again take place 
at Eckstein Middle School in Seattle.  

 

Weôve also been having great turn outs at the 1st of the Month Sunday Dinners.  I hope 
to see more of you coming to some of them ï and if any member is interested in hosting 
an event, or has a favorite restaurant youôd like to see us visit, please let the board know!  
Itôs been fun to travel to different places around the area, and try different cuisines.   

 

This fall Iôve also been busy settling into life with a new daughter.  As many of you 
know, I was able to bring Lucy XiaoMai home from Fujian Province almost 3 months 
ago, and life has certainly been busy since.  Days are filled with language acquisition, 
testing boundaries, and pushing buttons ï all things that two years olds anywhere have 
mastered, and Lucy is no exception.  Her sisters have bonded with her, and rarely does 
big sister Gwenn introduce her as the ñalienò any longer. 

 

Iôve been working on a Symposium on Sensory Processing Dysfunction, which we are 
going to have to delay until spring.  Unfortunately, the scheduled weekend has brought 
up a conflict with a key speaker, and therefore we made the decision to delay until we 
can bring the full panel of speakers to you.  Sensory Processing Dysfunction affects 
many of our children.  My oldest daughter, Gwenn, was diagnosed over 3 years ago and 
since that time we have had what feels like a non-stop barrage of neurology appoint-
ments, speech therapy, occupational therapy, medication trials, EEG appointments, 
neuropsych evals and more.  I hope that we are able to share more information about 
SPD with the membership in the coming months, and share resources.  In talking with 
many FCC families, we have all been trying to navigate the system on our own ï and my 
goal is that we can at least learn from each other and offer support.   

 

Iôm looking forward to seeing many of you in the coming months.  There are some great 
things being planned for our older kids, as well as new playgroups for the newest mem-
bers!   

Happy Fall,  Lara 

 

Note from Lara Peterson  

Visit us at:  
www.fcc-nw.com 
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MORE  N EW  BOOKS  TO ENJOY  
 

 

God of Luck, by Ruthanne Lum McCunn 
Ah Lung and his beloved wife, Bo See, are separated by a cruel fate when, like thousands of other 
Chinese men in the nineteenth century, he is kidnapped, enslaved, and sent to the deadly guano 
islands off the shore of Peru.  Praying to the God of Luck and using their own ingenuity, the cou-
ple never lose hope of some day being reunited.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Letter Of Love From China by Bonnie Cuzzolino   

This book features the  voice of a birth mom to birth child explaining her love and reasons for 
relinquishment. You can learn more about this book by going to the following website:  http://
www.plumblossombooks.com 

A portion of the proceeds are donated to a foster care program. 

Every Year on Your Birthday by Rose A Lewis 
Every Year On Your Birthday is the latest offering from Rose A. Lewis, author of ñI Love You Like 
Crazy Cakesò. In ñEvery Year On Your Birthday,ò a mother relates her thoughts and emotions on 
her daughterôs birthdays, including her feelings on her childôs birth in China and how her daugh-
ter became a U.S. citizen. Throughout the book the mother highlights the Chinese heritage that 
remains an important part of her daughterôs life. 

The Magical Monkey King: Mischief in Heaven by Jilil Jiang 
The Magical Monkey King is a partial adaptation of one of Chinaôs favorite classics, Journey to the 
West. In this first episode, we learn how Monkey is born, becomes King of the monkey clan, how 
in his search for immortality he alternately charms and annoys the Jade Emperor, the ruler of the 
universe, and what happens when he finally encounters the Great Buddha.  

A Quilt of Wishes  by Teresa Orem Werner 
This is a story about a tiny orphan in China who is waiting for her parents to arrive to 
bring her home. Her mother worries that she could be cold and alone. She decides to 
make a quilt for the tiny baby and sends it to her while they wait for the paperwork. 
The quilt takes on a new meaning when it arrives in China. 

 


