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Minutes of the January 13, 2008 FCC-NW Board Meeting 

Held at the Home of Carlene Camera 

 

Members Present: 

¶ Carlene Camera 

¶ Paul Camera 

¶ Melissa Bramble 

¶ Lynne Fuller  

¶ Tian Kisch 

¶ Iris Okimoto-Nielsen 

¶ Lara Peterson 

¶ Amy Thorsen 

¶ Julia Tombari 

Members Absent: 

¶ Betsy Matias 

¶ Toni McChesney 

¶ Laurie Robinson 

¶ Joe Rockne 

 

The meeting was opened at 4:45 p.m. by President Lara Peterson.  The minutes from the November  11, 2007 

meeting were approved as written.  The minutes from the December 30, 2007 CNY planning meeting were 

approved with correction. 

TreasurerΩs Report: 

Lara spoke with Joe prior to meeting.  There is money to spend: over $12,000 in the checking account and over 

$20,000 in CDs.  Joe gave green light to spend what is needed on CNY. 

We will need a full financial report to include in the summer edition (post year end) of the newsletter. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: 

Lynne reported that our current membership is at 311 families. 

E-News: 

Amy reported that the next e-news will go out this evening or tomorrow, 1/14. Items will include CNY, Call for 

Volunteers, Teen Room, Call for new Board Members. 
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Newsletter: 

Carlene reported that the upcoming newsletter will be very full.  Deadline is February 5. The column by Dr. 

Bledsoe has fallen through.  Some articles came in from a Northeast chapter that we will include.  Iris 

recommended that we include a bit on Sage Choi who won best costume in the Jingle Bell Run.   

o Action: Lara will follow up with Dr. Bledsoe on column and with Stacy Choi to confirm date/location for 

Easter Egg Hunt. 

o Action: Julia and Tian to send bios with pictures to Carlene for inclusion 

Web site:  

Paul has updated the site with the following: Teen page, which includes the teen survey, 2008 membership form, 

playgroups.  Paul requests new content for site, especially upcoming events. 

o Action: Paul will link check and correct broken links and pop ups by next meeting. 

Older Kids: 

Iris reported that she confirmed with Jennifer Lee-Streuck for April 26th.  Stacy Choi worked with WACAP to 

άǎǇƻƴǎƻǊέ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ŝxchange for free room rental at Tree Top. 

Iris will put together at bowling night for February or March. 

Reports on Finished Events: 

December and January 1st Sunday Dinners: 

.Ŝǘǎȅ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴ LǎǎŀǉǳŀƘΦ  Lƴ .ŜǘǎȅΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴce, Melissa and Tian reported 

that it was very successful with at least 25 people in attendance.  It was reported that the January 6th dinner in 

Everett had three families attending. 

November Ice Skating Party: 

Lƴ WƻŜ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘȅΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΣ !Ƴȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ the skating party at Highland Ice was hugely successful, with 

approximately 50 people attending.  She noted that one family even attended from Olympia.  Kathy arranged for 

instructors to be present, which was a nice added bonus. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

Sensory Symposium: 

Lara continues to work with our local experts on dates.  In light of our financial situation, Amy suggested that we 

Ŧƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  [ȅƴƴŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ 

topics with something light like a seminar on life books. 
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Chinese New Year 2008: 

Based on a suggestion from Carolyn Brenner, Lara green-lighted hiring a professional photographer to roam CNY 

and take candids of the event.  Lara secured an agreement that allows us to own full rights to the images without 

purchasing so that we can use the photos for the newsletter, print, and Web site.  At the end of the event he will 

provide photos for purchase via a secure Web site.  Yuen Lui will still be on tap for portraits. 

Amy suggested that we give parents the option of opting out of having candids taken of their kids for reasons of 

ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΦ  5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ DǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

privacy issues re: photos. 

FoundeǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǾƻǘŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻΥ 

Carolyn Brenner, Lynne Perkins, and Karen Sheridan. 

Refreshments 

Iris will purchase the cheese, 30 lbs of bananas, Capri sun, Chinese crackers. Lara can get a discount on the 

oranges from her Apple Market.  We need 40 lbs of oranges. 

Starbucks will do something new this year, bringing a truck and brewing fresh coffee throughout the event.  Also 

new this year, they will provide servers throughout the event.  They will need two tables. 

Registration/Membership 

The membership table will be next to the donation station.  At each entrance we will have the bags donated by 

Lotus, map/schedule handout, China Connection for renewals and cashboxes with change.  Lara has five Microsoft 

volunteers who we will place at the registration tables. 

Mailing/Printing 

Carlene  will send out the CNY mailing this week. In addition to 300 map/schedule handouts, Carlene will print 

posters of the map and schedule to hang at entrances and in hallways. 

Teen Room 

Tian and Julia will create a schedule of activities and post it outside the teen room doorΦ  [ŀǊŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘŀǇ ǘƻ 

lead jewelry making activities.  Tian and Julia reported that they need paper lanterns, lava lamps, and bean bag 

chairs. 

Performers 

Carlene reported that the lion dance will go first, leading everyone into the auditorium.  Pulling names from a hat, 

aŜƭƻŘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ 
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New Business: 

Open Board Positions: 

¶ 1 open 2008 position (to finisƘ ƻǳǘ .ŜŎƪȅΩǎ ǘŜǊƳύ 

¶ 1 open 2009 position (never filled) 

¶ Four open 2010 positions 

Upcoming Board Meetings: 

¶ March 2 ς Lara (This meeting will include new Board members) 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa Bramble 

Secretary  


